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LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

THIS LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT is effective July 1, 2021 for the 2021-2022 school 
year, by and between the Alvord Unified School District (“Client”) and the law firm of Adams 
Silva & McNally LLP (“Law Firm,” together with Client, “Parties”).  In consideration of the 
promises and the mutual agreements hereinafter contained, Client and Law Firm agree as 
follows: 

1. Law Firm Services. Client hires Law Firm as its legal counsel with respect to matters the 
Client specifically refers to Law Firm.  Law Firm shall provide legal services as reasonably 
required to represent Client in such matters, take reasonable steps to keep Client informed of 
significant developments, and respond to Client’s inquiries regarding those matters.  In addition 
to regular telephone, mail and other common business communication methods, Client 
authorizes Law Firm to use facsimile transmissions, cellular telephone calls and email, and other 
computer transmissions in communicating with Client.  Unless otherwise instructed by Client, 
any such communications may include confidential information.  Client understands that Law 
Firm cannot guarantee any particular result, including the costs and expenses of representation.   

2. Billing Practices.  Law Firm agrees to bill Client in units of one tenth (.1) of an hour at the 
billing rates established in the attached rate schedule.  Client agrees to pay actual transportation 
and other costs of required out-of-town travel by Law Firm personnel.  Other third-party 
services, such as investigators, process servers, court reporter fees, and witness fees (including 
expert witness’ fees) shall be charged to Client at the actual costs paid to the service provider by 
Law Firm and shall not be subject to a fee multiplier, such as a processing or administrative fee.   
Law Firm does not maintain a financial interest in any other third-party service provider and 
obtains no financial benefit from Client’s use of any such service provider. Agreements for legal 
fees on special projects other-than-an-hourly basis may be made by mutual agreement of the 
Parties. 

3.  Payment.  Law Firm shall send Client a statement for fees and costs incurred every calendar 
month.  Statements shall set forth the amount, rate and description of services provided.  Client 
shall pay Law Firm’s statements within thirty (30) days after receipt.  Client agrees and is 
encouraged to communicate any billing concerns to Law Firm.  An interest charge of one percent 
(1%) per month shall be assessed on balances that are more than thirty (30) days past due. 

4.  Termination and Withdrawal.  Client may discharge Law Firm at any time by written 
notice.  Unless otherwise agreed, and except as required by law, Law Firm will provide no 
further services hereunder after receipt of such notice.  Law Firm may withdraw its services 
hereunder with Client’s consent, upon good cause, or as allowed or required by law, upon ten 
(10) days written notice.  Good cause includes any breach of this Agreement and/or any 
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circumstance that would render Law Firm’s continued representation of Client unlawful or in 
violation of any ethical rules.  Upon discharge or withdrawal, Law Firm shall transition all 
outstanding legal work and services to others as Client shall direct.   

5.  Arbitration.  The Parties agree all disputes that arise between Client and Law Firm shall be 
resolved through binding arbitration.  In the case of a fee dispute, arbitration shall occur in 
accordance with the California State Bar rules for arbitration of disputes regarding attorneys’ 
fees.  The Parties waive their respective rights to a jury trial and an appeal.  The terms of this 
provision shall survive the termination of this Agreement.  

6.  Severability.  In the event any provision or portion of a provision in this Agreement is 
deemed unenforceable, the remainder of this Agreement and, if applicable, that provision, shall 
remain enforceable. 

7.  Client Responsibilities.  Client agrees to cooperate with Law Firm, provide accurate 
information and documentation to Law Firm, and fully inform Law Firm of any developments 
that could affect Law Firm’s representation of Client.  Client agrees to attend all required 
appearances, such as hearings, and make its employees available to Law Firm as necessary for 
Law Firm to perform its services described under this Agreement. 

8.  Miscellaneous Provisions.  In accordance with the requirements of the California Rules of 
Professional Conduct, Law Firm hereby provides notice to Client that it maintains errors and 
omissions insurance coverage applicable to the services to be rendered to Client by Law Firm 
pursuant to this Agreement.  Upon the closure of an active matter, Client may request, and Law 
Firm agrees to provide following receipt of such request, the file related to that matter. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have signed this Legal Services Agreement. 

Alvord Unified School District 

_________________________________
Dusty Nevatt 
Chief Business Officer 
Alvord Unified School District 

Date: __________________ 

Adams Silva & McNally LLP 

_________________________________
Kerrie McNally 
Partner 
Adams Silva & McNally LLP 

Date: __________________ May 7, 2021

ASM
Kerrie McNally
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PROFESSIONAL RATE SCHEDULE 
(Effective July 1, 2021, for the 2021-2022 School Year) 

1. HOURLY PROFESSIONAL RATES 

Client agrees to pay Law Firm by the following standard hourly rate: 

Partner / Senior Counsel / Of Counsel $265-$290 per hour 

Associate $235-$255 per hour 

Paralegal $150-$175 per hour 

Law Clerk  $150-$175 per hour 

Time is billed in increments in units of one tenth (.1) of an hour, rounded up to the 
nearest increment.  Law Firm shall charge its hourly rate for round-trip travel time from 
our office to the destination required by the Client.  Computerized legal research is billed 
at cost.  Additionally, actual travel expenses as described below will be billed. 

2. COSTS AND EXPENSES 

In-Office copying  $0.20 per page 

Incoming Facsimile  $0.20 per page 

Outgoing Facsimile  $0.20 per page 

Postage Actual Usage 

Mileage IRS Standard Rate 

Other services, such as investigators, process servers, court reporter fees, transcription 
costs, and witness fees (including expert witness’ fees) shall be charged to Client at the 
actual costs paid to the service provider by Law Firm.

Other costs, such as messenger, airfare, and lodging, shall be charged on an actual and 
necessary basis with prior approval from Client. 


